
You can prepare for a disaster, but you can’t always prevent one. When 

your business’s continued operations are in danger of being disrupted or 

destroyed, you’ll want to know that your investment can survive the 

fall-out. 

ItIt’s important to keep in mind that disaster doesn’t always come in the 

form of hurricanes and other natural calamities; in the business world, 

disaster often strikes in the form of network or system failure, human 

errors, hackers, viruses, etc. With a comprehensive backup and disaster 

recovery plan in place, your business can continue its operations at a 

steady capacity until a full recovery is made.
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Do You Have An IT Plan B In Case
Of Emergency?



BPC

Your time-to-recovery in a post-disaster landscape relies on your 

disaster planning and the type of backup you choose. The options 

below range from slowest recovery to maintenance of continued 

operations in real time:

Consider Your Backup Options: BCP, CoLo, and the Cloud

A solid Business Continuity Plan (BCP) is a fundamental 
requirement to define what “recovery” means. Most solid 
BCPs allow for servers and technology to “failover” to 
another backup subsystem, either on premise or in the 
cloud. This is the most basic and lowest performance - 
and cost - option for maintaining adequate business op-
erations in a disaster.

Maintaining your server infrastructure in a hosting facili-
ty is a much more stable architecture as most Co-Loca-
tion hosting facilities maintain many levels of redundan-
cy and backups. They are much less likely to experience 
disasters that cause outages. However, you must still
maintain the equipment (servers, networking devices, 
etc.) in the CoLo.

The last most common option for a BCP is to have your 
core systems that drive the business in a virtual server 
architecture hosted in the cloud - on Azure, for exam-
ple. In this case, your risk is that Microsoft can keep its 
architecture up and running. This would be the most re-
liable platform for uptime and resilience. Again, you still 
must maintain the servers, but not hardware.
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